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A word from
our Deputy Leader
Our climate is changing in potentially catastrophic ways.
We must all change the way we live and do business, to limit the harm and protect our
community for generations to come.
Over recent years it has become more and more obvious that changes in the climate that
scientists have warned of are taking place all around us. In the last year alone, we have seen
a host of global events which have been caused or exacerbated by climate change. 2020 was
one of the warmest years on record with new highest temperatures recorded both globally
and in the UK. Arctic sea ice has been at one of the lowest levels on record and projections
show serious retreat in glaciers in both the Antarctic and Himalayan regions. Areas in Europe
(including the UK) and across Asia have seen serious flooding, while South America and
Africa have seen extended periods of drought. Catastrophic wildfires have been burning in
Australia, Siberia, the Amazon, and the USA.
As well as the international effects, climate change is also having an impact here in
Chesterfield. We are already seeing hotter, drier summers and wetter winters, which we
expect will lead to increased flooding and associated damage. It is also becoming apparent
that these changes will have a negative impact on local wildlife.

We all need to take action to avoid making climate change worse than it already is
and to prepare for changes that we cannot avoid.
At Chesterfield Borough Council, we declared a climate emergency in July 2019. As part
of this, we have committed to reducing our net emissions as an organisation to zero by
2030 and to supporting our communities to reach net zero emissions by 2050. This is
an ambitious task, and we have committed significant resources to carry it out.
This plan is composed of forty-five specific, measurable, actions that the council will
take before March 2023. These include measures we will carry out to monitor, reduce,
and decarbonise our own activities and support the transition of Chesterfield to a lowcarbon borough.
Many of the actions we have planned have positive effects beyond the climate.
Our goals around biodiversity will make the area more attractive whilst supporting
local wildlife. By improving the built environment, we help ensure our residents
have cheaper energy bills and safe, comfortable homes. Supporting active travel
– like walking and cycling - will improve air quality and will help us become fitter
and healthier. The knock-on effects of tackling climate change in Chesterfield are
something we can all aspire to and be proud of.
We need to take our community with us too and we hope that we can build on our
existing partnerships and work together to achieve our ambitions and build a greener,
cleaner and better borough. This is a long-term journey that we must take together to
transform our town into a clean, vibrant, green community which is well-positioned to
thrive in an uncertain future.

Councillor Amanda Serjeant
Deputy Leader
Chesterfield Borough Council
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We aim to become
a carbon neutral
organisation by 2030
and a carbon neutral
borough by 2050.
We recognise the need for a full programme of activities to mitigate climate change
in the borough. In in the absence of clear guidance from central government,
Chesterfield Borough Council declared a climate emergency in July 2019 and went on
to develop a costed action plan to steer council activities - adopted in February 2020.
This climate change action plan (CCAP) incorporates forty-five actions developed in
consultation with partners and stakeholders which are intended as a first step on the
journey towards a council and a borough that doesn’t harm the climate by balancing
emissions of carbon dioxide with its removal and by eliminating emissions from society.
We cannot decarbonise Chesterfield alone - but instead, must embrace a leadership
role and work closely with a wide variety of community groups, individuals, third sector
organisations and other partners to collectively achieve our borough-wide ambitions.
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Homes &
buildings
Around 60% of carbon emissions in Chesterfield come from the energy
used in homes and buildings. While we can choose to use some of this
energy may come from renewable or low carbon sources, reducing energy
use is a far more reliable method of reducing carbon emissions.
In improving energy efficiency, we can also work to reduce fuel poverty and make sure
no-one must choose between heating and eating. The council has committed over
£13 million to ensure that the homes we rent out are properly insulated; we have also
successfully made grant funding available to owner occupiers and the private rented
sector to improve homes outside our direct control.
To reduce emissions from homes and buildings we will:
1.	Invest in improving both the energy and thermal efficiency of our existing social
housing.
2.	Review the existing home improvement offer to widen support for vulnerable
tenants and low-income households.
3.	Refresh our planning guidance to improve environmental standards for house
building.
4.	Define our preferred environmental standard to deliver new social housing across
the borough.
5.	Refresh our asset management strategy to ensure our premises are fuelled by
green energy.
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Power &
electricity
Nationally the sources of electricity going into the national grid are
becoming cleaner and less carbon intensive, but we want to go further.
We have committed to ensuring that all the electricity we buy comes from renewable
sources; we will take steps to reduce the amount of power we consume; and we
carefully consider the role of microgeneration technologies in making our buildings as
low carbon as possible.
To decarbonise our power requirements, we will:
6.	Install LED lighting in all our premises.
7.	Support the establishment of a local organisation to help residents identify green
energy providers.
8.	Switch to a renewable energy provider for our electricity needs.
9.	Work with Derbyshire County Council to change all street lighting to LED bulbs
where possible and will replace all our external lighting to LED alternatives.
10.	Explore the installation of solar energy technology on all appropriate premises and
will investigate further sites for energy production from solar and wind.
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Transport

Fossil fuelled vehicles represent around 35% of all carbon emissions within
the borough. We are working to ensure we can support the growth of lower
carbon transport options wherever possible.
This includes taking steps to transition our own fleet of vehicles away from petrol and
diesel, as well as identifying ways to support active travel (cycling and walking) for short
trips within the borough. While we have limited authority over public transport, we will
use our influence to support the transition to low carbon vehicles as much as we can.
To reduce emissions from transport we will:
11.	Ensure new housing developments are connected to the cycling and walking
networks, and define the minimum size of development that this applies to.
12.	Commission a strategic assessment of integrated transport within the borough to
support our residents in the transition to sustainable modes of transport.
13.	Work with taxi and bus operators to support the move to electric vehicles.
14.	Commit to investing in appropriate electric fleet vehicles as the current vehicle lease
expires.
15.	Work with Derbyshire County Council and neighbouring districts to develop new
options regarding local bus service regulation.
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Industry
& business
A significant proportion of carbon emissions within the borough come
from businesses and industrial processes. We will continue working
with local businesses to support transitions to lower carbon processes
and products.
We will support a new business sustainability category in the Love Chesterfield
awards, and work to influence our county and regional partners to support low
carbon businesses in the borough.
In order to support businesses to transform, we will:
16.	Work with the Local Enterprise Partnership to ensure that climate change is
assessed as part of its decision-making process.
17.	Work with local business organisations to develop a scheme to support small
and medium sized enterprises to access funds and expertise to reduce their
carbon emissions.
18.	Work with Destination Chesterfield and other business networks to encourage
sharing of environmental best practice.
19.	Work with Destination Chesterfield to develop a sustainability business award.
20.	Work with local businesses and seek to develop a sustainability mentoring
programme.
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Agriculture
and land use
Land use across the borough has a relatively low level of carbon emissions
(around 2.8%). This is partly due to trees and woodland absorbing carbon as
part of their growth.
As well as the carbon benefits, trees, woodlands, and other green spaces provide
valuable habitats for wildlife and a range of other benefits for our communities. We will
commission work to identify the value of these open spaces, and work to improve them
for local residents and wildlife. This includes a substantial commitment to tree planting
within the borough.
To manage our land in a sustainable manner, we will:
21.	Undertake a full inventory of all our land to identify how to maximise carbon capture.
22.	Working with Derbyshire County Council, develop a policy of nature friendly road
verges that are subject to re-wilding and reduced or no grass cutting.
23.	Implement a tree planting programme on our own land to deliver a minimum of
1,000 new additional trees per annum.
24.	Use existing planning policy and where appropriate supplementary planning
guidance to ensure developers introduce more open / wild spaces in new
developments.
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Waste and
consumption
While waste generates a relatively low proportion of the borough’s
carbon emissions (2.9%) it does result in a number of wider
environmental issues.
Recycling waste can result in a significant reduction of the energy needed
to manufacture replacements and limit the amount of rubbish we send for
disposal. Going forward, we intend to produce sustainable waste strategies for
both domestic and commercial streams, as well as working to reduce, reuse, and
recycle as much as we can.
To improve waste handling in the borough, we will:
25.	Develop a sustainable trade waste policy and work with our contractor to
develop a trade waste service that promotes the circular economy.
26.	Develop a sustainable household waste policy and work with our contractor
to develop a trade waste service that promotes the circular economy.
27.	Support and promote a community sharing and reuse scheme.
28.	Help create a sustainable waste management guide and education material
with local schools that promotes the circular economy.
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Engagement
and education
To take effective action we need to understand the situation and work
together to make meaningful change. There are things we can all be doing
to reduce the effects of climate change, and to get ready for any unavoidable
impacts.
We have a valuable role to play in facilitating the transfer of information and translating
global and national commitments into local actions and activities. We need to do this in
a way that is accessible and positive. We have drawn up a broad communications and
engagement strategy to identify how best to help everyone in the borough to do their bit.
To engage with communities and support wider change, we will:
29.	Develop and implement a comprehensive engagement and communication plan.
30.	Develop marketing and promotional materials to support the communications plan.
31.	Use “reduce, reuse, recycle” in communications in relation to climate change and
encourage our partners to do the same.
32.	Encourage the use of local labour, services, goods and food to support a sustainable
local low carbon economy.
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Policy and
general areas
In becoming a climate ready organisation,

38.	
Lobby central government to provide the

we must make significant changes to how

necessary resources and powers to effectively

we do business and what our day-to-day

tackle climate change.
39.	Employ a dedicated officer to work solely on

activities look like.
We provide many different services, and all of

the climate change and sustainability agenda.

these will have to be transformed over time to

40.	
Regularly review all climate change actions

be carbon neutral without sacrificing quality for

and prioritise them by estimated impact on

those who rely on us. Over the coming months

climate change mitigation and adaptation.

and years, we will be putting processes in place to
help us choose the most positive climate options
we can, and building a solid foundation of research
to show how we can reach our goals.

41.	Provide training to ensure elected members
and

officers

have

understanding

the

necessary

knowledge
to

make

and
good

decisions which allow us to meet our climate

To ensure climate change becomes a key
consideration in how we work, we will:

goals.
42.	
Identify

33.	Refresh our growth strategy to take account of
the climate change agenda and sustainability.
34.	Introduce climate change impact assessments
for all council reports where key decisions are
made.

a

portfolio

of

potential

climate

change mitigation and adaptation projects to
implement as resources become available
43.	
Explore options for monitoring our own
greenhouse gas emissions
44.	Commission a “pathway to a climate neutral

35.	Commit to working as part of a county wide

council” report setting out the technologies,

forum on climate change with all Derbyshire

policies, and milestones we will have to meet

authorities.

in order to become carbon neutral by 2030.

36.	
Establish formal governance arrangements

45.	Commission a “pathway to a climate neutral

106

and

borough” report setting out the activities,

to

fund

policies and support we will have to provide

sustainable community-based initiatives and

in order for the borough to become carbon

programmes.

neutral by 2050.

to

enable

the

Community

37.	
Introduce

use

of

section

Infrastructure

new

Levy

sustainable

procurement

conditions for our suppliers.
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contact
information
phone
01246 345 345
text only
07960 910 264*
*Our text number is monitored during opening
hours and doesn’t accept voice messages.

by post
Chesterfield Borough Council
Town Hall
Rose Hill
Chesterfield
S40 1LP
Contact our climate
change officer by email
climate@chesterfield.gov.uk’

For all media enquiries please contact
the public relations team on 01246 345250 or
email public.relations@chesterfield.gov.uk

